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INTRODUCTION 
 
I am pleased to introduce the CB Alexander Foundations operation and finance report for the 2015/16 financial year. This report provides a detailed overview of operations and audited 
financial statements. 
 
Membership and Meetings 
The Foundation met on four occasions during the year. 
 
There were a number of changes to membership during 2016. The Hon Rick Colless replaced The Hon Robyn Parker, Dr Cameron Archer and Mr Simon Fraser were appointed, Dr Beth 
McDonald was reappointed and Ms Susan Hunt was appointed an ex-officio member. 
 
Foundation achievements, major purchases and activities during the financial year 
Due to financial constraints, limited work was undertaken at Tocal Homestead with work restricted to general maintenance.  
 
At Numeralla, production across the farm was impacted due to bird health. The first batch of layer birds was changed over in April/May 2016 requiring a full cleanout of sheds 3, 4, 5.  
 
CCTV cameras were installed around the egg packing shed to improve farm security. At shed 5 a new conveyor was installed to allow both egg belts in that shed to be operated 
simultaneously. This installation has improved egg processing and packing and increased efficiency. 
 
Following two flood events in early 2016, a pedestrian foot bridge was constructed at the entry to the farm to provide staff with safe access to the farm during flood times. 
 

During the latter stages of 2015, the Foundation received notification that it was to receive a substantial bequest. The donor, Miss Daphne McLachlan, left a portion of her estate to the 

Foundation in memory of her grandfather HC White. Her Will stipulated that funds were; “to be used for the primary purpose of training students at Tocal Agricultural College (or such 

other institution as shall succeed Tocal Agricultural College if Tocal College shall change its name) with the object of improving land pastures and stock particularly sheep and beef cattle 

and secondly for the general purposes of the College” 

Foundation Day 2015 
Professor Stephen Powles provided an address to guests on Foundation day. Professor Powles, an eminent Tocal ex-student also provided a $100,000 donation towards student 
scholarships. 
 
Other highlights of the day included, opening a 25th Anniversary time capsule and the preparation of a 50 year time capsule, launch of the Tocal Alumni and release of books and a DVD 
celebrating the College’s 50 year anniversary. NSW Deputy Premier The Hon Troy Grant unveiled a plaque signifying 50 years and also announced the Daphne McLachlan Bequest. 
 
During the year approximately 11,900 visitors attended a range of tours, special events, weddings and functions at Tocal Homestead. 
 
I commend this report to you. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Wayne Courtney 
Secretary 
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Membership of the Foundation 
 
The Act provides for five members who are appointed by the Minister for Primary Industries. 
 
The position of Chair has always been held by a senior member of the Department, usually the Director General. 
 
The remaining positions are selected from a range of fields to provide a broad cross section of government, community and business representation. 
 
The Act calls for a minimum of three members to form a quorum to transact any business of the Foundation and they shall have, and may exercise and discharge, all the powers, duties 
and functions of the Foundation. Meetings are held three to four times annually generally at either Tocal or in the Sydney Office of the Department. 
 
Current Membership at 30 June 2016 
 
Mr Scott Hansen – Chair and Director General, NSW DPI 
Dr Cameron Archer - Member 
Dr Beth McDonald – Member 
Hon Mr Rick Colless - Member 
Mr Simon Fraser - Member 
 
Ms Susan Hunt – Ex-officio 
 
During the year there were changes to the membership of the Foundation. At the beginning of the 2015/16 year, Professor Tim Roberts resigned as a member and the Hon Rick Colless 
was appointed as a member. Dr Cameron Archer and Mr Simon Fraser were appointed as members in March 2016 and Dr Beth McDonald was reappointed as a member in March 2016. 
Susan Hunt was appointed an ex-officio member in March 2016 but attended the March meeting as a member as notification had not been received from the Minister advising that the 
changes in membership had been approved. 
 
Members of the Foundation met for four official meetings during the year to discuss a range of business. Of the business discussed the most significant was the bequest from Miss Daphne 

McLachlan. 
 
Attendance at Meetings 
 

Member Name Attendance 

Mr Scott Hansen 4 of 4 

Dr Cameron Archer 3 of 3 

Dr Beth McDonald 4 of 4 

Hon Rick Colless MP 3 of 3 

Mr Simon Fraser 1 of 1 

Ms Susan Hunt 3 + 1 as ex-officio 
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Assistance 
 
Throughout the year the Foundation was assisted by the attendance of: 
Mr Darren Bayley – Director, Tocal Agricultural Centre 
Mr Wayne Courtney – Secretary of the Foundation 
Ms Margo Duncan - Chair, Tocal College Advisory Council 

Ms Kate Lorimer-Ward - Director Education and Regional Services 
 
Members also acknowledge the administrative support of the NSW Department of Primary Industries staff, in particular: 
 
Mr Basil Gijsbers – Centre Manager 
Ms Robyn Papworth – Principal’s Assistant 
Ms Vicky Delany - Assistant Registrar 
Ms Debbie Guy – Accounts Officer 

 
Organisational Chart 
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Charter 
 
The CB Alexander Foundation is constituted under the CB Alexander Foundation Incorporation Act No 61 of 1969. This Act defines the objectives and powers of the Foundation.  The 
objectives as stated in the Act are: 
 
a) “to promote and advance, in consultation with the Minister for Primary Industries, agricultural education at the CB Alexander Campus of Tocal College, Tocal or other agricultural 
colleges or institutions”,  
 
b) “to assist and advise as far as practicable, the Minister in the operation and maintenance of the College”. 
 
As well; 
 
a) to take or accept any gift, subsidy or endowment whether subject to any special trust or not, for all or any of the objects of the Foundation and to carry out any special trust to which 
such gift, subsidy or endowment may be subject according to the terms thereof. To facilitate this process the Foundation has established a number of tax Deductible Gift Recipient (DGR) 
accounts. These include; students trust deeds to enable donors to allocate scholarships to students, building fund DGR which allows donors to provide funds for building works / 
renovations to the Tocal Homestead and complex of buildings. 
 
b) to grant scholarships or financial assistance to students attending Tocal College. 
 
c) to effect improvements to the CB Alexander Campus or other agricultural colleges or agricultural institutions. 
 
d) to do such supplemental, incidental and consequential acts as may be necessary or expedient for the exercise or discharge of its powers, duties and functions under this Act. 
 
The Foundation became the holding body from the original Trust for the Lands occupied by the then CB Alexander Presbyterian Agricultural College, Tocal. It was then transferred to the 
State as CB Alexander Agricultural College. In other words, the CB Alexander Foundation owns the land and the State, namely NSW Department of Industry, Skills and Regional 
Development, owns and operates the buildings and infrastructure on the land. There are three exceptions to this arrangement namely 
 

1. Tocal Homestead and complex of buildings 
2. Dunnings Hill 
3. Numeralla and Clements Farm 

 
In all three cases the land and all structures and improvements on it are owned and operated by the Foundation. 
 
Since its inaugural meeting in April 1970, the Foundation has provided a wide range of support to the College. 
 

• Financing the construction of the Tocal pool 
• Purchase of additional land for College operations namely Dunnings Hill, Clements Farm and Numeralla 
• Student support through a range of scholarships 
• Staff support through staff development activities 
• Sponsoring Friends of Tocal 
• Facilitation of an agreement whereby the Local Land Services (formally the Hunter Central Rivers Catchment Management Authority) constructed its Head Office on Foundation 

land through a 25 year lease arrangement. 
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The Foundation has also undertaken a range of maintenance and operational activities some of which are used to produce income 
 

• A series of publications has been developed. Publications in the “All about Tocal” suite provide a historical commentary on various activities involving the Tocal property and its 
owners and tenants’ over the years. 

• Use of Tocal Homestead as a venue for weddings outsourced to Sprout Catering. 
• Conservation work around the Tocal Homestead site including renewing structures such as the slaughter house, pig shed and yards, fencing and conservation of a range of 

buildings in the Homestead precinct. 
• Operation of a free range egg production enterprise, at Numeralla, as part of the College’s farms and training programs.  

 
Highlights of 2015-16 

 
Key achievements 2015 – 2016 
 
The CB Alexander College Campus at Tocal celebrated 50 years of agricultural education in 2015 which culminated in over 600 people attending a “Back to Tocal Weekend” on the 25th  

and 26th of July 2015. Guests were treated to tours of the College and greater property along with a large bonfire, fire drums, music and a 
spectacular fireworks display on Saturday night. The weekend also saw the establishment of the Tocal Alumni which included ex-students, 
former staff and community members who have an interest in Tocal. A group of the first 15 students were present and took part in a ceremonial 
tree planting with the College’s first principal, Rev Dr Colin Ford, along with long time farmer and supporter, Mr Eric Holiday OAM. 
 
In early September 2015, the College was advised that Miss Daphne McLachlan had left the CB Alexander 
Foundation a significant bequest in her will. The bequest was to commemorate her late grandfather HC 
White, a noted pastoralist and bloodstock breeder. Mr White was born in the Hunter and owned a number of 

Hunter properties. Miss McLachlan specified in her will that the bequest was for the CB Alexander Foundation in memory of her grandfather, HC White 
in recognition of his interest in the land. It is to be used for the primary purpose of training students at Tocal Agricultural College with the object of 
improving land pastures and stock particularly sheep and beef cattle, and secondly for the general purposes of the College. 
 
In late September 2015 Dr Cameron Archer, who was Principal of Tocal College for 27 years, retired. Dr Archer saw the College grow to be one of the 
largest specialist training institutions for agriculture and land management in Australia.  
 
During the month of October, Sprout Catering held a record 10 weddings at the Homestead.  
 
In March, 100 first year architecture students from the University of Newcastle spent a day at the Homestead site sketching, measuring and 
photographing the buildings for an assignment.  
 
This year Tocal Homestead hosted numerous events during the year; 
 
Peek into the Past was held on Sunday 26th July 2015, which coincided with the Back to Tocal 50th Anniversary weekend.                                              Miss Daphne Ursula McLachlan 
 

In September and October several functions were held in the grounds of the Homestead including a family christening, a visit from the Hawkesbury Ag College Old Boys and a group of 
architects from the 20th Century Heritage Society.  
 
On the 29 & 30 April and the 1 May 2016 the Homestead was open for the Tocal Field Days.  
 
In June, the Homestead once again, hosted the International Back to Back Wool Challenge competition. This was a collaborative venture with the Newcastle Spinners and Weavers. 



- 6 – 

CB Alexander Foundation  

Annual Report 2015-2016 

  

 

 

Website Statistics 
 
The Foundations website, Tocal.com, is maintained by College staff. 

The following statistics were for www.tocal.com for the period 1 July 2015 to 30 June 2016.  

Successful requests:   1,874,372 

Average successful requests per day:   5,121 

Successful requests for pages:   166,718 

Average successful requests for pages per day: 455  

Data transferred: 75.11 gigabytes  

Average data transferred per day: 210.16 megabytes 

The following pie chart lists which words people used in search engines to find the site. 
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The following chart lists the top query words by the number of requests. 

Requests Search term 

517 Tocal 

299 Homestead 

98 50 anniversary 

47 Thunderbolt/s 

61 College 

38 Captain 

35 Convict 
 
Numeralla 
 
It has been another year of challenge and change at Numeralla. The final cost of the conversion from Broiler production to Free Range Egg production was approximately $2 million and 
was completed in November 2015. The cost included the purchase and installation of nesting equipment, perches, egg conveyors, egg packing machinery, the modification of all five 
sheds from tunnel ventilation to curtain sided, natural ventilation, the erection of over six kilometres of fencing covering nearly 15 hectares, the building of an egg packing facility and 
modification of sheds, silos, feeding and watering systems as well as roads to suit.  
 
In August 2015, Assistant Numeralla Farm Manager, Mr Laurie Frost resigned from his position. The position was advertised and refilled by Mrs Karen Sanders in November 2015. Then Mr 
Bill Peden, Numeralla Farm Manager, resigned in March 2016. In May 2016, after another round of advertising and interviewing, Mrs Karen Sanders was appointed Numeralla Farm 
Manager and Mr Craig Keane, Assistant Numeralla Farm Manager. The Foundation has also recruited and employed ten casual staff to give a constant staffing of five every day 
 
Production across the farm was impacted due to bird health. The first batch of layer birds was changed over in April/May 2016 requiring a full cleanout of sheds 3, 4, 5. Through all of this 
we have been guided by experts from Pace Farms with whom we have a supply contract. The hens, feed and medication are provided by Pace Farms in return for the supply of free range 
eggs, which are produced for a set fee. The milestones that we have achieved include the changeover, which is now complete, to the audited standards of Pace Farms, the Food Authority 
and Coles, 90,000 hens have been placed and over 70,000 eggs per day produced at our peak.  
 

Overall, this change has generated a positive income stream and, possibly most importantly, training facilities for students within this significant industry have been greatly enhanced, as 
the facilities are kept relevant to the trends and employment needs of the wider industry. 
 
Tocal Homestead  
 
The CB Alexander Foundation supports agricultural education at Tocal College and holds, in perpetuity, the Tocal lands and resources. The Foundation is responsible for the conservation 
and development of the Tocal historic homestead complex. 
 
Tocal has a long and proud history, during which it has become one of the foremost agricultural institutions in Australia.  Tocal was on part of the land of the Gringai clan of the Wonnarua 
people. The name 'Tocal' is a Koori word meaning 'plenty'.  
 
Its involvement with agriculture began in 1822 when James Webber took up the property as one of the first land grants in the Paterson Valley. Webber sold Tocal to Caleb Wilson in 1834, 
and Caleb's son, Felix, subsequently acquired it. 
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Felix built the Homestead in 1841 and it is the centrepiece of a set of timber, brick and stone buildings that are subject to a Permanent Conservation Order and registered in the National 
Estate.  
 
Charles Reynolds leased the property in 1844. During the next 82 years, Charles and subsequently his widow Frances, his son Frank and grandson Darcie ran Tocal as one of the most 
important Hereford, Devon and Thoroughbred studs in the country. Frank Reynolds purchased Tocal from the Wilson family in 1907. 
 

In 1926, the Alexander family, Isabella, Robert, Jean and Charles, bought Tocal from the Reynolds family as their retirement home. But rest was not in their blood, and they continued to 
breed and sell cattle. 
 
In the 1930’s Charles and his sisters began planning to use their properties as agricultural training homes for destitute children. When Charles died in 1947, he left a very large estate and 
a complex will, which provided life tenancy for his nieces, Myrtle and Marguerita Curtis, to remain at Tocal until their deaths in 1985.  
 
The Curtis sisters bequeathed the entire contents of the Homestead, their personal effects and portion of their estates to the Foundation for use and display in the Homestead. 
 
Today we are left with the results of Charles Boyd Alexander’s vision, a thriving agricultural college and a rural property that hold a unique place in history. Without his foresight and 
generosity, there would be much less practical training available for agriculture in NSW today.  
 
Tours 
 
Tocal Homestead is open to the public every Sunday from March to November between 10.00am and 3.00pm. Visitors can take an informative, self-paced audio tour of the homestead 
and surrounding complex using 'Acoustiguide' equipment.  
 
Group tours of Tocal Homestead and the Tocal College farms are available on any day by prior arrangement and are ideal for larger groups and schools.  
 
A two hour guided tour of the Homestead can be tailored to the interests of your group and will take in the highlights of the heritage site, including the Homestead, the Blackett Barn, 
Thunderbolt's Cottage and a range of original outbuildings and yards. 
 

Heritage programs are available for primary school children. 'A Study in Change' for years K-6 is 
designed to meet the curriculum across a number of areas. In the heritage surrounds of Tocal 
Homestead, students have a hands-on experience of life on an Australian farm 100 years ago. 
 
Farm tours provide an opportunity to experience the beautiful 2200 hectare property. The tour includes 
the beef, horse, dairy and sheep enterprises as well as the natural features of the historic landscape. 
Tocal is a working farm so visitors are able to view the seasonal activities of the farm operations. A farm 
visit for younger students is a great way to discover where our food comes from. They will talk to the 
farmers and get a chance to see what it's like on a farm.  
 
Groups can also visit Tocal College, CB Alexander Campus, and inspect its unique buildings. Buildings of 
note include the famous Tocal Chapel and EA Hunt Hall, designed by architects Philip Cox and Ian 
McKay.   
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Homestead Visitor Statistics  
 

Calendar Year 

 

 2013 2014 2015   

Homestead Tours  67 59     68   

Homestead Visitors   3228      4470  3313   

Farm Tours     8   3 6   

Farm Visitors  224 159 257   

Weekend Visitors & 

Events 

  5308     3525   2938   

Weddings / Functions       70   75  64   

Visitors Attending 
Functions 

 6798    6684 5327   

Total Visitors  15558  14838   11835   

 
Open Days and Events 
 
The open days and events held at the homestead this year were; “Peek into the Past”, which was held on the same weekend as the Celebration of 50 Years of Tocal College, visit by 
architecture students from the University of Newcastle, Tocal Field Days and the regions International Back to Back Wool Challenge competition.  
 

Peek into the Past was held on Sunday 26 July 2015, which coincided with the Back to Tocal 50th Anniversary weekend. Attendance for the day 
was the best ever at the Homestead for this event. The shuttle buses from the 50th Celebrations brought over 200 visitors from the College.  
 
This year’s features included the 73rd Regiment of Foot (redcoats), who performed drills, musket firing, had their musicians performing around the 
site and regaled visitors with stories. Howard Archbold from ‘Rare Chairs’ was another highlight as he demonstrated how to handcraft traditional 
chairs entirely by hand.  His pole lathe was on display and showed visitors how to lathe the spindles for the chairs; using a technique from 500 
years ago. 
 
Other special features of the day, were the milk separating demonstrations and rope making, along with a display by the Hunter Valley Vintage 
Farm Machinery Club. The Rattling Bones and Engine Moans Club from Dungog had a tractor trek through the Tocal property on Saturday 
afternoon for those attending the 50th Anniversary celebrations. The tractors were then displayed at Peek into the Past on the Sunday   
 
In March, 100 first year architecture students from the University of Newcastle spent a day at the Homestead site sketching, measuring and 
photographing the buildings for their first assignment.  
 
The Homestead was open on the 29 & 30 April and the 1 May 2016 for the Tocal Field Days. Visitor numbers were down on previous years with 
983 visiting the site over the three days. 
 
A new attraction at the Homestead this year was the agricultural drones. A twice daily flying program was held which interested a large number of 

visitors from the main site. The heritage fashion parade, presented by the Museum of Clothing twice each day on Saturday and Sunday, was themed ‘A Wedding in the Family’.  
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Visitors also enjoyed the hourly history talks, blacksmithing demos, sheep shearing and watching the scones being made in the old kitchen. Cart rides with Harry the Clydesdale were 
offered on Friday and Sunday and the young “Tocal Talent” performers entertained the visitors on Saturday and Sunday.  Sprout Catering also had a display in the Function Centre 
promoting their weddings at the Homestead. 
 
Sunday, 12 June 2016 saw the Homestead, in collaboration with the Spinners and Weavers, host the International Back to back wool challenge competition. 941 people attended the 
event, which was a big turnout. 

 
The Spinning Knitwits of Maitland were pleased with the time they set although it was not fast enough to beat the Groenewoud Team in the Netherlands. The Knitwits completed their 
jumper in 6 hours, 31 minutes and 01 second. They retained their title of Australian Champions. The Groenewoud Team from the Netherlands once again won the world title with a 
finishing time of just over 5 hours.  
 
Proceeds from the gold coin door donation are given to the Calvary Mater Cancer Research in Newcastle. 
 
Tocal Homestead Function Centre 
 
The Centre was created by adapting and refurbishing a large hay shed. It showcases hardwood timbers of NSW, including internal doors of red cedar, to provide a special atmosphere for 

events. The original walls of the shed are on the inside, and the outer skin has been added, with all services hidden between the two 
layers. It is effectively a shed within a shed. 
 
To complete the transformation, the building was fitted with a glass front, with a framework of Western Australian Karri. The glass 
roof over the front door encloses the open section of the original shed while preserving its effect. 
 
The Centre's capacity is 100 seated at round tables or 200 in a theatre style arrangement. The spacious feel and magnificent view 
over the lagoon and rural landscape have made the Tocal Visitor Centre a popular venue for weddings and functions. 
 
Sprout Catering officially commenced management of catering for all weddings at the Function Centre from 1 July, 2015. Despite a 
slow start the benefit of the new arrangement has started to be reflected in the Foundations accounts. A range of equipment was 
purchased and the basement of the Function Centre was fitted out as a commercial kitchen as part of the agreement with Sprout 
Catering. 

 
Friends of Tocal 
 
Friends of Tocal Inc. is open to anyone interested in the activities of Tocal Homestead and Tocal Agricultural Centre and College. Friends receive a newsletter four times a year and have 
opportunities to be involved in outings, events, College activities and visitor services. 
  
This year, volunteers from Friends have provided assistance at “Peek into the Past”, Tocal Field Days and the Back to Back Wool 
Challenge at the Homestead. They have also staffed the Visitor Reception for weekend openings, undertook year round upkeep of the 
Valley Garden, maintained our heritage machinery, provided caretaking and security of the site and cared for animals, buildings and 
grounds.  
 
During the year the volunteers gave in excess of 3,050 hours of work at the Homestead, valued at $61,000. 
 
In February, Friends had a ‘Day Out’ at The Museum of Fire in Penrith and Wivenhoe House at Cobbitty. At the Museum of Fire, the 
friends enjoyed an entertaining tour of the building (Old Power House) with a mix of stories of catastrophic fires and explosions, fire 
safety hints and tips, current fire and rescue service tasks, early fire brigade and insurance company histories and a walk around the 25 
or so perfectly preserved fire carts, wagons, trucks and engines. 
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After a picnic lunch at Wivenhoe House the group then went on a guided tour. The house has a very interesting story as it was built just a few years before Tocal Homestead. Later, in 
1905, the third owner extensively renovated inside with high quality interior design of the day. Only five years later it was sold to the Sisters of the Good Samaritan who used it as an 
orphanage. The Sisters still own the property and now run the Mater Dei School on the site in buildings beside the original house. 
 
During this year, two volunteers passed away. Clem Ellis was a long term ‘Friend’ and an active volunteer until a few years ago, when he needed to care for his wife Hilma. He was 91.  
Linda Alexander was a ‘Friend’ for three years and an enthusiastic volunteer at events and weekends as well as supporting financially. She died suddenly aged 59. 

 
Funds raised by members during the year again provided two student scholarships. In 2016 Jacinta Dummett and Renae Sim were the recipients of the Friends of Tocal scholarships.  
 
Purchases and Maintenance Work  
 
During 2015/16 work continued at Numeralla and the Function Centre to cater for the business changes in both enterprises.  

 
The conversation from broiler farm to free range egg production at Numeralla was completed during the year. This means that all 5 sheds have now had the 
solid sides removed, nest boxes installed, an egg processing (packing and storage) facility completed and fences for ranging and conveyors to move eggs from 
sheds to the processing facility constructed. 
 
The basement kitchen at the Function Centre was also completed during the year. 
 
Major purchases during the year were a new 2 door bottle chiller in the Function Centre, 3 seating stands with back rests for use by the College and the Rotary 
Youth Driving Awareness program as well as the installation of CCTV cameras around the egg packing shed  at Numeralla to improve farm security.  
 
Work at Tocal Homestead during the year was restricted to general maintenance, which included the replacement of two of the western aspect windows which 
were replaced with identical new windows. These windows had been in need of replacement for many years. The one in the middle of the house, above the 
staircase landing, also presented a safety hazard given its decayed condition. The works were closely supervised and reputable local joinery was enlisted to 
undertake the works. This project used up a significant amount of the years maintenance funds but had to be done and done to a high standard. 
 

Other work around the site included the construction of a footbridge across the creek at Numeralla to allow access during times of flood, as well as routine tasks, such as minor road 
works and repairs and servicing of the mowers, bobcat and generator. 
 
Foundation Day 2015 
 
This year Foundation Day was celebrated on Friday 6 November 2015. Foundation Day marks the opening of the College and the establishment of the 
CB Alexander Foundation. It is a day to reflect upon the wonderful bequest of CB Alexander; the vision and drive of the late EA Hunt and the 
achievements of the College and Foundation. CB Alexander died on 26 June 1947, bequeathing his large Tocal estate and other properties for charitable 
purposes. 
 
The day started with morning tea and a walking tour of the Tocal Homestead Function Centre Kitchen, Tocal Homestead Visitor Reception Centre, The 
Barracks and Daly Kidd Cottage. Official proceedings on the day commenced with an address by Professor Stephen Powles, eminent ex-student and 
Professor of Agronomy, University of Western Australia and Fellow of the Australian Academy of Sciences. Professor Powles generously donated 
$100,000 for student scholarships. 
 
Other official proceedings on the day included the opening of a time capsule set at the 25th Anniversary of the College in 1990, the launch of the Tocal 
Alumni and the release of a DVD showcasing the architecture of Tocal.  
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Highlights of the day also included the announcement of a bequest from Miss Daphne Ursula McLachlan to the CB Alexander Foundation to commemorate her late grandfather H C White 
as well as a welcome back to Hon Troy Grant MP and Mrs Toni Grant, who were caretakers at Tocal Homestead in the 1990’s. Mr Grant is now the Deputy Premier 
of NSW, Minister for Justice and Police, Minister for the Arts and Minister for Racing and unveiled a plaque signifying the 50th Anniversary of the College. As part of 
the 50th Anniversary celebrations the 25th Anniversary time capsule was opened and a new 50 year time capsule prepared, as well as the launch of the Tocal 
Alumni and the release of a DVD celebrating the College’s 50 year anniversary.  
 

The day also saw the launch of two new books in the “All About Tocal” series. Book number 26 “Tocal’s Practical Advantage” was 
written by Mr David Brouwer and is a summary of how the College fits into the agricultural and educational landscape of Australia; 
its defining features and abiding philosophy. The book records how, despite its growth and changing role, the core values of the 
College have been maintained and strengthened.  
 
The second book launched on the day was number 27 in the “All About Tocal” series and is called “50 years of Tocal College: a 
Celebration in Photos” written by Dr Brian Walsh. This book is a pictorial record of the College through the years. Students, staff 

and landmark events are recorded for each decade in a colourful “snapshot” of College life. 
 
International Groups 
 
Tocal College hosted 29 students and 2 staff from the Gifu Agricultural Academy, Japan in November 2015. They visited the Homestead for a tour and took part in local farm stays with 
host families, had an industry tour and a formal dinner and presentation night at the EA Hunt Hall. Gifu Agricultural College sends all of its second year students to Tocal each year and 
they gain an understanding of Australian agriculture and lifestyle. This visit is part of an ongoing agricultural exchange program that has been in operation since 1992.  
 
Student Support and Funds held in Trust 
 
The Foundation supported students in 2015/16 through various means in particular scholarships and the administration of the College prize fund investments. 
 

In 2016 the CB Alexander Foundation scholarship recipient was Maddison Taekata from Dubbo.  

 
The Foundation continues to administer the Jean Wilson Alexander Memorial Scholarship, which is a scholarship available to graduates of the College 
to pursue further education. It is for graduates wishing to study at university, college, TAFE or to undertake travel or study tours.  
 
This year representatives of the College Advisory Council considered applications and awarded a $2000 scholarship to Elyse Parker. 
 
Elyse studied and completed a Certificate III (Bronze award) and IV in Agriculture (graduating with merit) at Tocal in 2005 and 2006.  
 
Elyse is using the funds to complete a Bachelor of Agriculture with a plant major through the University of New England in Armidale. She is hoping 
to become an agronomist. 
 
The Dairy Trust Fund Scholarship 
This fund was set up to provide training opportunities and resources for Tocal students and ex-students to further their expertise in the dairy 
industry. 
  

Maddison Taekata with Dr Cameron Archer  
 
It provides funding for further training, travel and skills development in appropriate areas. Support is allocated on a needs basis and as availability of funds allows. 
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Throughout 2015/2016 the Foundation continued to provide a number of student educational opportunities. The Foundation continued to promote education into schools through 
management of funds on behalf of Trade and Investment NSW. The Foundation also provided opportunities for both Tocal students and University students to gain work experience on its 
broiler poultry farm.  
 
The Rosemary Dunlop Memorial Trust Fund continued to grow with $8,000 in contributions being added to the fund during the year by Mr Ian Dunlop. 
 

Grants to the Foundation 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Appreciation 
 
The Foundation would like to thank the many people associated with the CB Alexander Foundation for their assistance and advice generously given during this year, in particular,  
 
• Bill Peden, Manager Numeralla up until March 2016 
• Karen Sanders, Manager Numeralla from April 2016 
• Laurie Frost, Assistant Manager Numeralla up until August 2015 
• Karen Sanders, Assistant Manager Numeralla from September 2015 until March 2016 
• Craig Keane, Assistant Manager Numeralla from April 2016 
• Sandy Earle, Tocal Homestead Coordinator 
• Ruth Luckner for managing the  website www.tocal.com;  
• All casual staff employed by the Foundation as tour guides, administrative assistants, weekend coordinators, cleaners and Numeralla casual egg collectors. 
• Vicky Delany for preparing this Annual Report 
• Bob Dunn, College Lecturer and carer of the Homestead’s Clydesdales and livestock on the site 
• Paul Bowers, Homestead Caretaker 
• The Friends of Tocal, and 
• The Tocal College students. 
 

NSW Department Trade & investment 104,352 

Miscellaneous Grants  - Rosemary Dunlop Memorial Scholarship 8,000 

 

- Prize Fund Donations 8,020 

- Stephen Powles Scholarship 49,992 

- Grants from Consolidated fund  5,000 

- Staff / Archer Scholarship 71,046 

- Tocal Ex-student Alumni  21,486 

- Tocal Building Fund 585 

- McLachlan Bequest 6,697,975 

 6,966,456 
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Finance Report 
 
The Foundation reports an operating surplus for the year of $6,633,075.  
 
Revenue for the year was $8,156,848, which was $7,324,250 more than the previous year. The increase in revenue was due mainly to the large bequest from Miss Daphne McLachlan. 
Other factors adding to the increase in revenue were increases in income from the sale of eggs at Numeralla and tour income at the Homestead.  
 
The Foundation had a loan of $1,940,000 at the end of year due to the conversion of the Numeralla farm to free range egg production.  
 
Following are the Financial Statements and Notes to accompany Financial Statements as certified by the NSW Auditor General 
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